lords sell then their lordships to the Devil of Hell
when they sustain the wickedness of their following.
And when folk of low degree, as those that keep and
run hostelries, sustain the thievery of tlieir servants,
which is done in many ways. This kiiul of folk are
the flies that seek honey or the dogs that seek carrion.
Such folk strangle spiritually their lordships; as to
which thus says David the prophet: "Wicked death
shall come upon such masters, and God will give that
they descend into Hell; for in their liouses are,in-
iquities and evil deeds/' And God of Heaven is not
there. And truly, unless they mend their ways, just
as God gave His blessing to Laban for the service of
Jacob and to Pharaoh for the service of Joseph, just
so will God give His curse to such lordships as sustain
the wickedness of their servants, unless they shall
make amendment. Pride of the talle Is often seen;
for truly, rich men are bidden to feasts and poor folk
are turned away and rebuked. The sia of pride lies
also in excess of divers meats and drinks; and
especially in certain baked meats and made-dishes,
burning with spirituous liquors and decorated and
castellated with paper, and in similar \#aste; so that
it is scandalous to think upon. And also in too great
preciousness of vessels and in curious instruments of
minstrelsy, whereby a man is stirred the more'to the
delights of luxury; if it be that he thereby sets his
heart the less upon Jesus Christ, certainly it is a sin;
and certainly the delights might be so great in this
case that a man could easily fall thereby into mortal
sin. The varieties of sin that arise out oi pride, truly,
when they arise with malice imagined, advised, and
aforethought, or from habit, are mortal sins, and of
that there is no doubt. And when the^y arise out of
frailty, unadvisedly and suddenly* and are quickly
withdrawn again, albeit they are grievous sins, I
think that they are not mortal. Now might men ask,
whence pride arises and takes its being, and I say:
sometimes it springs out of the good things of nature,
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